GOSPEL: (Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12)

The Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, "lIs it lawful for a husband to divorce his
wife?" They were testing him. He said to them in reply, "What did Moses command
you?" They replied, "Moses permitted a husband to write a bill of divorce and dismiss
her." But Jesus told them, "Because of the hardness of your hearts he wrote you this
commandment. But from the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. For
this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two
shall become one flesh. So they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has

joined together, no human being must separate."

In the house the disciples again questioned Jesus about this. He said to them, "Whoever
divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she divorces

her husband and marries another, she commits adultery."

And people were bringing children to him that he might touch them, but the disciples
rebuked them. When Jesus saw this he became indignant and said to them, "Let the
children come to me; do not prevent them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these. Amen, | say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child will

not enter it." Then he embraced them and blessed them, placing his hands on them.

ST. FAUSTINA NOTED IN HER DIARY (D. 1485, 298, 1406)

My mercy is greater than your sins and those of the entire world. Who can measure the
extent of my goodness? (...) Come, then, with trust to draw graces from this fountain. |
never reject a contrite heart. Your misery has disappeared in the depths of My mercy. Do
not argue with Me about your wretchedness. You will give me pleasure if you hand over to

me all your troubles and griefs. | shall heap upon you the treasures of My grace.

O my Jesus, the Life, the Way and the Truth, | beg You to keep me close to You as a
mother holds a baby to her bosom, for | am not only a helpless child, but an accumulation

of misery and nothingness.

He gave me to know His majesty and His holiness as well as His love and mercy towards
me; and He gave me a deeper knowledge of my own wretchedness. However, this great
misery of mine does not deprive me of trust. On the contrary, the better | have come to

know my own misery, the stronger has become my trust in God’s mercy.



= | am a sinner who is in constant need of God's mercy. That's the truth. God loves me

unconditionally. He made me His child and heir out of His mercy.

= "The better | have come to know my own misery, the stronger has become my trust in
God’s mercy", wrote St. Faustina. Am | not tempted by discouragement when | look at my

own weakness and sinfulness?

= | will ask the Holy Spirit for the grace of a contrite and TRUSTING heart!



