GOSPEL: (Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48)

At that time, John said to Jesus, "Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons in
your name, and we tried to prevent him because he does not follow us." Jesus
replied, "Do not prevent him. There is no one who performs a mighty deed in my
name who can at the same time speak ill of me. For whoever is not against us is for

us.

Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ, amen, |

say to you, will surely not lose his reward.

Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better

for him if a great millstone were put around his neck and he were thrown into the sea.

If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life maimed
than with two hands to go into Gehenna, into the unquenchable fire. And if your foot
causes you to sin, cut if off. It is better for you to enter into life crippled than with two
feet to be thrown into Gehenna. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. Better
for you to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be

thrown into Gehenna, where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched."

ST. FAUSTINA NOTED IN HER DIARY (D. 719, 720)

Today, I heard these words: Know, my child, that for your sake I grant blessings to this whole
vicinity. But you ought to thank Me on their behalf, as they do not thank Me for the kindnesses I
extend to them. For the sake of your gratitude, I will continue to bless them.

O my Jesus, You know how difficult community life is, how many misunderstandings and
misconceptions, despite at times the most sincere good will on both sides. But that is Your mystery,
O Lord. We shall know it in eternity; however, our judgments should always be mild.

= " __There is no one who performs a mighty deed in my name who can at the same time speak
ill of me" Jesus says. Don't I judge too quickly, like the apostles in today's Gospel?

= "QOur judgments should always be mild", St. Faustina wrote. Can I say that I am striving for this
attitude of a merciful heart?

= | will ask the Holy Spirit for the grace of a humble, gentle and grateful heart for every good that
God does through me, but also through my brothers and sisters.



